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work for all the students who are pining to do national service.
Let them understand that all those who raise the moral tone
of the community as a whole, all those who find occupation
for the idle millions, are real builders of Swaraj. They will make
easy even the purely political work. This positive work will
evoke the best in the students. It is both post-graduate and
pre-graduate work. It is the only real graduating.

But it may be that neither the charkha work nor the un-
touchability work is exciting enough for them. Then let them
know that I am useless as a physician. I have but a limited
stock of prescriptions. I believe in unity of disease and there-
fore also of cure. But must a physician be blamed for his limita-
tions, especially when he declares them from the house-top ?

The students for whom the correspondent writes must be
resourceful enough to find their own course in life. Self-reliance
is Swaraj.
Young India, 16-9-3926
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NO FAITH IN PRAYER
Here is a letter written by a student to the Principal of a
national institution asking to be excused from attending its
prayer meetings:
" I beg to state that I have no belief in prayer, as I do not believe
in, anything known as God to which I should pray. I never feel any
necessity of supposing a God for myself. What do I lose if I do not
care for Him and calmly and sincerely work my own schemes ?
" So far as congregational prayer is concerned, it is of no use.
Can such a huge mass of men enter into any mental concentration upon
a thing, however, trifling it may be ? Are the little and ignorant
children expected to fix their fickle attention on the subtlest ideas of
our great scriptures, God and soul and equality of all men and many
other high-sounding phrases ? This great performance is required to be
done at a particular time at the command of a particular man. Can
love for the so-called Lord take its root in the hearts of boys by any
such mechanical function ? Nothing can be more repugnant to reason
than to expect the same behaviour from men of every temperament.
Therefore prayer should not be a compulsion. Let those pray who have
a taste for it and those avoid who dislike it. Anything done without
conviction is an immoral and degrading action."